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Pastoral Letter
Happy Methodist New Year!
“The times they are a-changing”, is probably true in every age. When I
went to ministerial training college we didn’t talk about how to use
your mobile, or what etiquette is on social media, but we have to know
now. Most change is organic and we absorb it slowly but that is difficult
now. Our churches feel different, we have to consider risks more
openly, the town centres have less shops, and recognising people with
half a face due to masks takes a second look. I’ve noticed that as having
my hair cut and a mask means some people need more than a second
glance.
Our denomination has made some big decisions, some of these have
seemed organic to some and sudden to others, others are going to
alter some parts of church more than we can imagine. Only time and
God will determine how these enable us to proclaim the Kingdom of
God as we are charged.
In the midst of all this what does not change is the presence of God,
the promise Jesu gives as he commissions the disciples in Matthew
“And remember, I am with you always to the end of the age.” Matthew
28:20
The disciples have just experienced extreme change, Jesus has been
raised from the death and moves them from fear to freedom, Jesus
promises his presence in all they experience. That promise remains for
us in the changes we experience, in the decisions made that have an
impact on us and ask us to engage and organise differently are all held
in those words of Christ. It does not mean they are all wrong or all
right, look at the early church for the interesting decision making that
happens and the conflicts. It means that those which endure are those

which best proclaim the presence of Jesus and the love of God in the
face of which all else falls away.
Perhaps the words of this contemporary hymn say it better than I can:
“God, whose life pervades each moment,
Meet us in this present hour,
As we open thought and action
To your life’s transforming power.
Startle, challenge and confront us,
Touch our hearts and free our handsSo that we may see and serve you,
Yield to all your love demands. “.
C P. Bennett 2021
Go into this New Year open to God’s presence and transforming power,
knowing that Jesus is present with us always.
Rev. Louise
**********************************************************
Editor’s Letter
What a pleasure it was on Sunday morning to sit in Lea Chapel, now
known as The Little Retreat, and to join in with the first Harvest Festival
in the newly refurbished building. How that little building has changed.
We listened to an interesting service, sang traditional harvest hymns
and enjoyed a very funny dialogue between a dandelion and a dahlia!
The changes in our worship, farming methods and ways of life were
commented upon. I thought what a coincidence that the service was
relevant to our Link theme at this time, just as I was considering what
to write as my Letter to you. A past minister would call these “God
coincidences.”

My great grandparents, grandparents and parents were all active
members of Gainsborough’s Bridge Road Methodist Chapel – the many
changes in Church life, and life in general, would be incredible to them
yet many things remain the same – singing, praying, Bible readings,
caring for others … and of course, the meetings!
God’s love and care for us is constant. The times are a-changing but
with God’s help we can embrace them and with Faith, Hope and Love
we can work through these new challenges.
“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting
shadows.” James 1: 17

THE TIMES THEY ARE A CHANGING
This title could have been chosen especially for Lea.
The Chapel has changed beyond recognition and is now known as The
Little Retreat at Lea Methodist Church.
Despite initial setbacks at the beginning of the project due to
Coronavirus, the conversion work is now complete and ready for any
group or organisation to use as a retreat/ conference centre, or for
social use.

There is a new kitchen and new toilet facilities, most of the floors have
been levelled making easy access for those with mobility issues, or
wheelchair users .
There is to be an Open day on Saturday October 2nd 10am-4pm when
everyone is invited to come and see the work done for themselves.
It is planned to have activities for children and adults, a plant stall,
there will be refreshments and plates of nibbles on sale.
Hopefully the weather will be kind so that visitors can enjoy the
tranquillity of the newly landscaped garden and see how many of the
plants mentioned in the Bible they can find!!
On November 7th it will be the Church’s 70th Anniversary and this will
be combined with a Grand Opening Ceremony of the Retreat Centre,
led by Rev. Bruce Thompson and Rev. Louise Carr. (2pm time to be
confirmed)
As Bob Dylan sang “Come gather round people wherever you roam “
The members at Lea will be ready with a warm welcome for you.
Pat Gray

“The Times they are a’changin’”
When I read the title for the Link my mind went straight back to the
60’s. My teenage years, music lessons, A levels, dances (occasionally),
dating Patrick, youth club, chapel 3 times a day on a Sunday, as I was a
Sunday School Teacher, even then!! Yes, lots of memories came
flooding back.
This Sunday we came back from spending a weekend with our
daughter and family in Stockton on Tees. We had a lovely weekend
with them but sooooo different from the 60’s. Our older grandson will
soon be 13 and the younger one 9. What different lives they have. We
didn’t see the younger one much on Saturday as he was at a birthday
party of one of his friends. The party was a trip to a theme park for the
day with a picnic lunch!!! He got home about 6-00pm and straightway

wanted to go on the “Playstation!!!” Jill and I took the older boy and
his friend to “Jump 360”, a building full of trampolines and bouncy
things up to 15ft high! They had a great time.
I remember birthday parties with jelly and ice cream and playing
“oranges and lemons” and “spin the plate”.
One of the main changes, for me, is the way technology has
progressed. The boys spend hours looking at screens and phones,
playing games and keeping in touch with friends. That must have been
a godsend for them during the past year. If the pandemic had
happened in the 60’s my teenage years would have been so different. I
would have had to write letters to keep in touch with my friends. I
wouldn’t have heard their voices or seen their faces as we didn’t even
have a landline phone at that time. No Face Time! Life would have
been even more tough.
Yes, the times are certainly changing and have done dramatically over
the last 18 months, but there are some things that never change. The
love a family has for one another. The joy a good neighbour can bring.
A kind word, a good deed and even a smile can make such a difference.
BUT the greatest of all these is the constant love of Jesus. Always there
for us. We don’t need to see his face or even hear his voice; we just
know he is there. To support us when we are down, to share our joys
and our sorrows. It is good to have change but even better to know
that some things will always be the same.
Jenny Fotheringham

Hebrews 13:8
“Jesus is the same yesterday and today and forever.”
Jeremiah 29: 11

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declared the Lord,
“plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you future and a
hope.”
“The Times they are a- changing.”
Caistor from Roman Times to the plague of 2020/2021
Originally a hill fort of the early Britons (who called it Caer-Egarry),
Caistor was developed into a stronghold by the Romans, and named
after the Latin “castra” meaning “camp” (The town is mentioned in the
Domesday Book as Castre.) The Roman camp was encircled by a
massive wall. The Lincolnshire Rising in 1536 was the start of The
Pilgrimage of Grace. In 1590 36 victims of the plague are recorded. A
disastrous fire in 1681 destroyed the town square, causing several
deaths and making 45 families homeless. The Sessions House of 1662
was the sole survivor. The rebuilding of the square in brick in place of
wood, in the 18th and 19th centuries gives us the present town centre.
Trading thrived in the 19th century, with sheep, cattle and horse fairs
taking place in the town, as well as craftsmen making furniture for local
inns. In 1858 the sheep fair was the largest in England at the time. The
House of Industry was built in 1800. (This later became the Caistor
Union Workhouse from 1836 to 1937 and finally Caistor Hospital until
its closure in 1990.) With the subsequent growth in population, new
Methodist and Congregational churches and a bank were built, and the
fire engine was installed in 1869. Gas arrived in 1856, prompting the
Lincolnshire Chronicle to write that it was “a city on a hill whose light
cannot be hid.”
Whatever has happened in Caistor’s years of history the town has
bounced back and thrived! Times have always been changing. Growth
brought our Methodist Church to the community and gas made us a
city on a hill whose light cannot be hid. The light has not been put out
by the pandemic of 2020/2021 at Caistor Methodist Church. During the

pandemic many of our members met through Zoom and Telephone
meetings. A wonderful learning curve for the older members. The
Alpha course and the Zoom Services have meant that we have been
able to talk with people from other churches. Through Alpha I felt
connected to the whole world. The Alpha participants were like family.
I recommend you join this October.
Times have changed in my life. Walking the dogs, I have spoken to
people, and chatted about God’s wonderful world. I have never spoken
of God before to people unknown to me. While at a Supermarket
checkout I talked to a lady about God’s care for me and she too felt
God’s care for her during the pandemic. My personal change has been
to reach out so much more to other people. I sat on a log in the middle
of the woods and thanked God aloud for the beauty of the earth. A
voice replied “Amen”. Another dog walker.
Our church on the
hill is still there
with the light
shining. During
the last six
months Caistor
Food Bank has
been housed in
our hall. More
than 100 people
in need of help
cross the
threshold every
week. We intend
to continue as
long as there is
need in our
community. So!
Times they are a
changing.
Previously we used the hall for lettings, activities and events. For fund
raising. Pre pandemic we would not have had space to house the food
bank. It is needed and it is there, and we are now prayerfully asking
God to show us what we need to offer as well as the foodbank. Some
spiritual guidance for everyone comes in the form of Alpha run by Liz
Childs. Our Reflection and Knitting Group that meet at the Heritage
Centre have been invited to join the next Alpha. This week we have a

baptism and next week a wedding. So, we are out of the routine and
rut and open to more ideas. I think technology is here to stay.

The way we live life changes but not the Truth Jesus taught.

I love Thy way of freedom, Lord,
To serve Thee is my choice,
In Thy clear light of Truth I rise
And, listening for Thy voice,
I hear Thy promise old and new,
That bids all fear to cease:
Thy presence still shall go with me
And thou will give me peace.
By Violet Hay

Our feet firmly on the ground – we are ready Lord.
Jenny Rudd
**********************************************************
ALL WE CAN ( on behalf of CLT)
A challenge to each church in our circuit.
All we can helps people around the world in times of natural disasters and in
times of hardship. It would be wonderful if each of our churches could
provide a gift to aid struggling families in their times of need prior to
Christmas.
All We Can offers a chance to buy an extraordinary gift such as chickens for
£15.00 or bees for £14.00 to help families provide for themselves and start a
business. There are more expensive gifts such as a goat etc. The range of gifts
can be viewed on the All We Can website. At Christmas we celebrate the
greatest gift of all, so we can in some small way spread Christian love around
this fractured world. If you have difficulty in accessing the website or need

assistance, please contact me.
Sometimes it is difficult to know what to give family and friends at Christmas
so why not buy a gift in their name from all we can.
Brian Cook.

Glentham News
We would like to celebrate our increased support and closer ties with
the Salvation Army in Gainsborough - knitting blankets for the local
nursing homes, collecting and delivering donations of food and
toiletries to their foodbank and now knitting 'Twiddle-muffs' for their
latest venture providing workshops for those suffering with Dementia.
We also had the opportunity to have a table at our village summer fair,
organised by the hall committee, taking crafts along for children to do
and Christian literature to give away. A beautiful sunny afternoon with
many conversations about faith. We also used a questionnaire
including one question about the certainty of eternal life, interestingly
70% were uncertain. There's so much good work going on in our
communities already and such a privilege to take the opportunity to
get involved and play a small part.
God bless
Jenny & Peter Atkinson

Proverbs 4:25
“Let your eyes look directly forward, and your gaze be
straight before you.”
Climate Sunday
Sunday 5th September was designated National Climate Sunday, to
celebrate the commitment made by churches to reduce their impact
on the planet. Ahead of the COP26 talks in Glasgow, the national
ecumenical group have been calling churches this year to do one or
more of these things:
hold a climate-focused service at any time during this year
add their name to call for the UK government to take bolder
action on climate change
commit to take action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
If you want to explore this further more information can be obtained
from the following website: www.climatesunday.org
I have noticed recently that in a large number of marketing emails I
receive they are eager to tell me what they are doing as a company to
improve their carbon footprint and do “their bit for the planet”.
Although I am being rather cynical it is good that the world is finally
waking up to the fact that we have to act before it is too late.
Some of these companies tell me that their clothing is made from
“organic cotton”. This is apparently grown using methods that have a
low impact on the environment and replenish the soils fertility, and as
you would imagine the use of pesticides and chemical fertilisers is
much reduced. It also uses 88% less water and 62% less energy.
My “Traidcraft” catalogue has introduced me to a new fabric called
“Seacell”, which is made from brown algae and grows abundantly in
the sea around Iceland. The cellulose it contains can be spun into a
yarn to make soft, breathable and lightweight clothing which is
completely biodegradable.
There are several new sustainable fabrics available now; you can buy
socks made from bamboo and bedding made from lyocell, which is like

rayon and extracted from wood pulp. The difference is rayon requires
more energy and chemicals to produce, and lyocell, uses chemicals
that are less-toxic and recycled so there is little waste. It also uses
wood from trees in sustainably-harvested forests.
Forgive me if all this is “old hat” but I can
remember when nylon was a new fabric and
we all wore nylon shirts and blouses which
crackled and sparked when you got
undressed and slept between brushed nylon
sheets.
Whether we make choices as a church or
individually which would result in less
damage to the planet, the time to act is
sooner rather than later in order to save God’s creation, which He
entrusted to us for future generations.
Jo Kershaw

*************************************************
*
Thoughts from Rev. Heather
John 5:1-16, "The man who made me well told me, 'Take up your mat
and walk.'"
We are just now coming out of this pandemic. During this inwardness,
some of us have had time to examine our lives as to whether we are
living outwardly Jesus' words.
Has anyone felt that they have changed inwardly? I have conducted
more funerals since the pandemic and in different scaled-down ways.
Since my Dad died in December of 2020, I have relished the chats with
Mum (in Canada) over Skype and Facetime. I'm always conscious that
she may not be with me for another year. I have a new commitment to
pray and 'be serious' with God about people's health and loneliness
issues.
I believe this is a time when Jesus is changing me to be less selfish,
more loving and more forgiving. My actions will not change the events
that have happened, but they will change me. Is God asking us to 'Rise,

take up our mat and walk'? Lord, put within our hearts a desire to
change and to continually be changing. Amen.

Shall we stay or shall we go? A report from Peter Pigeon,
representing the Chapel flock.
The famous pigeons of Market Rasen Chapel are facing a dilemma. The
circumstances of our membership and residence have changed dramatically
in recent days. For years, we held the firm belief that we were entitled to
“worship” (perch, roost and breed) in our “pews”. But the world outside our
home (the chapel) is changing. Recent decisions taken by the powers that be,
have deemed that our habits are damaging the environment and now the
values of the outside world are impinging upon our traditional lifestyle and
fundamental rights to be a pigeon.
At our recent “Parliament of Fowls” attended by all our members, we decided
to have a vote on how we are going to proceed, for pigeons, unlike our
human friends perhaps, are a democratic bunch. The question is: shall we
stay and try to adapt to the new world of nets and spikes, or shall we go,
forsaking our ancient heritage and look for a place more tolerant of our way
of life? Other places to consider are New Life Church (not high enough?), St
Thomas’s Church (too high?) or do we forsake ecclesiastical venues entirely
and look for more worldly sites such as the railway bridge again or indeed
Tesco’s?
We are to vote on this question soon. We will let you know the outcome.
Keep watching.
Your friend
Peter

Geoff Taylor

Psalm 32:8

“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you
should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you”.

